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Appendix A Siter Summaries

NORTHWEST RECOMMENDED SITES

Trail Characteristics

Bike and pedestrian path. Recently completed Pro Parks Levy project with green space and
Interurban trail connection to Shoreline, room for skateable terrain

Adjacencies

Businesses, reservoir, housing, landscaping. This is a long trail with a multitude of uses run-
ning adjacent

Comments

There is support from the Bitter Lake community for Skatedots along the trail. Parks would
need to coordinate work with SDOT.

On-Site Uses
Play area, wading pool, basketball court, picnic area * Area under consideration is walkway

through park
Adjacencies
Single family in each direction.

Comments
The limited public comment is not supportive of site, due to concerns about potential path

user conflicts. There may be more support for a skatespot than for a skatedot. Converting the
wading pool to a skatespot for the nine months of the year when it is not in use as a wading
pool is another option. This area of the city has very limited opportunities for locations to site
a skate facility, and this location can fill a hole in the geographic gap.

On-Site Uses

Play barn, under cover picnic area, trail winds through site, kite flying is popular « Area under
consideration includes existing ramps, stairs and handrails.

Adjacencies

Gasworks Park is separated by a large parking lot and buffer of trees on the north side. The
Burke-Gilman Trail, a pedestrian/bike path, runs just north of the park. Lake Union is adja-

cent in the other directions.
Comments

The area recommended is already skated and no major structural changes are suggested.

The idea here is to make the area safer for skating, not to build a new facility. There is gen-
eral support for the site. Friends of Gas Works Park expressed opposition to a structure at

the play area. They are supportive of skateboarding in general, however.
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NORTHEAST RECOMMENDED SITES

Lake City Playground - SKATEDOT

On-Site Uses

On-site uses: playarea, basketball court, picnic area, perimeter pathway ¢ Allows for
clear, passive observation * Safe & Secure for pedestrians and vehicle access ¢ Vis-
ible area with moderate pedestrian traffic ¢ Close proximity to single family housing

Adjacencies

Multi-family south and east, commercial area to east buffered by trees. Library, com-
munity center and school one block away across 125th.

Comments

Public comments generally oppose a skatespot at Lake City Playground; however,

a small skatedot at this location can fill a hole in the geographic gap and provide an
opportunity for skate boarding in the area. Other locations were suggested: next to

QFC at N 127,and at the intersection of N 130 and N 1st.

On-Site Uses
On-site uses: Bldg 2 currently used for indoor sports, but those activities are moving
to the building just northwest. The Seattle Mountaineer organization is moving into
the building just west of the site and building an outdoor climbing wall « Existing and
growing sports complex « Room for concessions ¢ Existing parking lot « Safe & se-
cure for pedestrians and vehicular access *« Good proximity to public transportation

Adjacencies

See above. East & South is park. West across 4 lanes of traffic and parking lot is
multi-family.

Comments

Public comments were limited, but primarily positive. A few stated concern that the
regional facility should be located toward the center of town for easier accessibility.
However, this is the only site available that is large enough to support a regional fa-
cility.

On-Site Uses
SITE ACREAGE: 23.37 acres (does not include the acreage for Maple Leaf PF,
which is adjacent)

Site will be lidded in 2013 * No current plans for site ¢ Site allows for clear, passive
observation ¢ Close proximity to public transit

Includes space for community viewing

Adjacencies

Single-family housing north and east. Maple Leaf Playfield and play area south,
neighborhood commercial west.

Comments

There is general opposition from neighbors directly adjacent to the reservoir. Com-
munity response centers mainly around design issues. Citizens are concerned about
the parking, lighting, and noise that a skate facility might generate. The site remains
on the list because concerns can be addressed in the siting and design processes
that will take place with the community.
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NORTHEAST RECOMMENDED SITES

On-Site Uses
SITE ACREAGE: 3.73 acres

Currently used as a Metro King County Park & Ride Lot « Future park site * Allows
for clear passive observation « Safe & Secure for pedestrians and vehicular access °
Good public transportation, including future lightrail « Highly visible « High pedestrian
traffic

Adjacencies

Multi-family west, north and east. Big box development (Target, Best Buys, Gl Joe,
etc.) south. Northgate Mall is one block south of development). Community center
several blocks south

Comments

This site is currently a lit parking lot and therefore is considered a “gray-to-gray” opportunity. The site remains
on the list due to a number of factors.

Most public comments support the site; however, there is a group opposed to locating a skate facility of any
size on the site. Those opposed want passive green space. Those in support feel that the desire for green
space and the desire for a skate facility can be accommodated by park design. The site is large enough to
meet the desire to have green space and a skate facility.

This site is highly visible, located next to a commercial shopping district, and has high pedestrian and vehicu-
lar traffic. It is easily accessible by public transportation, including planned light rail. It is also an important
site in meeting the goal of geographic distribution. The northern sector of the city has limited parks in which a
skate facility is appropriate. A facility at Northgate could help fill the gap.

The Northgate Neighborhood Plan includes the following recommendation: 1.G. 12.1 C. Active Park — on the
existing Metro Park-and-Ride lot at Fifth Avenue NE. The City’s response was: The City is exploring purchase
of King County’s 5th Avenue NE Park & Ride Lot for development of a park and possibly community facilities.

Funding for site planning and design will start in 2007/2008. A skatepark could be considered in future plan-
ning and design for park development if so desired by the community during the parking planning process
public.

On-Site Uses
SITE ACREAGE: 18.74 acres (not including acreage for Froula Park, which is adja-
cent)

Site will be lidded in 2013 * No current plans for site * Site allows for clear, passive
observation « Close proximity to public transit

Adjacencies
Single-family housing to east, west, & north. Froula Playground to the south

Comments
Public comments were limited and are split between positive and negative. The majority of concerns center
around design and parking issues.
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CENTRAL EAST RECOMMENDED SITES

Eastlake & Allison - SKATEDOT

On-Site Uses

Paved Seattle Department of Transportation area under I-5 freeway
Adjacencies
I-5 Interstate directly overhead, heavily travelled arterials to north & south

Comments
There is overall general support for this site, with some concern expressed about am-

bient noise levels. This site would require coordination and approval for skate-able ele-
ments to be installed by Seattle Department of Transportation and Washington State
Department of Transportation.

Garfield - Medgar Evers Pool - SKATEDOT

On-Site Uses
The top of the pool is the location under consideration and is already skated. There are engi-

neering challenges to modifying the pool rooftop, which would be taken into account during the
design phase. There is solid community support.

Adjacencies
High School south, community center and park north & east

Comments

There is overall general support for this site, with some concern expressed about am-
bient noise levels. This site would require coordination and approval for skate-able ele-
ments to be installed by Seattle Department of Transportation and Washington State
Department of Transportation.

Judkins Park/ Judge Charles M. Stokes Overlook -

SKATESPOT
On-Site Uses
Large park with basketball court, restroom, play area, picnic area, water feature « On pedes-

trian/bike path « Good proximity to public transit « Moderate pedestrian traffic

Adjacencies
Several ball fields north, multi-family east, single-family west, park continues south and east
over |-90 lid to south

Comments

The community is excited about working together to determine the best location and to
create a design reflective of the desires of the community. Some residents expressed
limited concerns, mostly centered on loss of open space.
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CENTRAL EAST RECOMMENDED SITES

Miller Playfield - SKATESPOT

On-Site Uses

Play area, water feature, ball field, tennis courts, soccer field, community center « Good proximity to
public transit « Safe and secure for pedestrians and vehicles ¢ View into site obstructed from street
level « Moderate pedestrian traffic

Adjacencies

Middle School to northeast, community center and ball fields south, housing to east across 4 lane
arterial

Comments

This is a very active site and would help to serve this sector of the city. Limited public concern and
support were expressed.

Pratt Park - SKATESPOT

On-Site Uses

Play area, water feature, basketball court, picnic area, restrooms ¢ Good proximity to public transpor-
tation « Safe and secure for pedestrians and vehicles « Moderate pedestrian traffic

Adjacencies

Multi-family to east & west, Pratt Fine Arts Center south, neighborhood commercial north
Comments

Parks received no written comments regarding this site. However, Parks did receive strong support
from the neighborhood association, who invited a Parks representative to speak at a meeting regard-
ing the prospect of locating a skate facility in the park.
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CENTRAL WEST RECOMMENDED SITES

Gray-to-Gray
On-Site Uses
Community Center, outdoor pool, play area, ball fields, picnic area * Very active park

* Allows for clear passive observation « High pedestrian traffic « “Dot” suggested for
pathway

Adjacencies

Community Center northeast, K-8 School to north, commercial business to east,
multi-family south.

Comments

There is strong support from the neighborhood and Magnolia Advisory Council. The
council is already fund raising. Pathway will need to be reconfigured to prevent ADA
conflicts.

Trail Characteristics

Bike and pedestrian path along waterfront « Dot” suggested for pathway
Adjacencies
Path runs adjacent to Puget Sound on the west, through industrial areas north &

east, and meets the Sculpture Park on the south
Comments
There is general support, although there is some concern about potential path user

conflicts. Pedestrians use the shore side path and bicyclists use the bike path. Con-
flict could be avoided by creating a small skatespot separate from the pathway.
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SOUTHWEST RECOMMENDED SITES

Alki Beach - SKATESPOT

Trail Characteristics

Existing pedestrian/bike pathway already skated
Adjacencies

Alki Beach, Alki Bathhouse, multifamily housing businesses

Comments
Alki is already heavily skated. There is general public support although there is some

concern about potential path user conflicts. Skate elements should be placed in con-
junction with the area currently skated around the renovated bathhouse.

Hiawatha Playfield - SKATESPOT

On-Site Uses

Play area, tennis courts, wading pool, sports field, restrooms, community center ¢
Very active park « Heavily programmed ¢ Highly visible area < Olmsted designed
park and a Landmarked site

Adjacencies

Single family housing located on north & west side, lighted ball fields to south &

Comments
The site received general community support with limited concern. Friends of Seat-

tle’s Olmsted Parks conditionally support use of this site for a skate facility.

Delridge Playfield - SKATESPOT

On-Site Uses
Play area, tennis courts, wading pool, picnic area, restrooms, community center « Ac-

tive park ¢ Allows for clear passive observation * Safe & Secure for pedestrians and
vehicular access

Adjacencies

Single family housing located on north & west side, lighted ball fields to south &
north

Comments
This is a heavily used park with great site amenities and room to include a skatespot.
Public comments were mostly supportive, with some concern expressed.

Roxhill Park - SKATESPOT

On-Site Uses ) ) ]
Play area, picnic area, restrooms, parking lot, practice soccer field « Allows for clear

passive observation ¢ Safe & Secure for pedestrians * High pedestrian traffic « Close
proximity to public transit vehicular access

Adjacencies

Wetland restoration park project to east including Longfellow Legacy Creek Trail,

single-family housing south and west, Target store and outdoor shopping mall north,
Comments
This site received solid community support. There was no opposition.

CITYWIDE SKATEPARK PLAN | JANUARY 31, 2007 45



CITYWIDE SKATEPARK PLAN

Appendix A - Site Summaries

SOUTHWEST RECOMMENDED SITES

On-Site Uses . . o
Lighted baseball and soccer field, play area, tennis courts, picnic area, rest-

rooms, community center « Good proximity to public transit « Safe & Secure for
Adjacencies
Single family housing located on south & west side, community center north,

Seattle Housing Authority multi-family (plans for redevelopment)
Comments

There is general support for this site with limited concern from adjacent residences. It is important to note that
half the support comes from the skateboard community and half is from neighbors who do not want a skate
facility located at Myrtle Reservoir, which is two blocks away. Those who oppose this site feel that High Point
is an active park and should continue to be so, while Myrtle should be developed as a passive park.

Myrtle Reservoir - TO BE DETERMINED

On-Site Uses
SITE ACERAGE: 5.67 acres

Currently undergoing a lidding process * No current plans for site « Site allows
for clear, passive observation ¢ Close proximity to public transit
Adjacencies

Single-family housing located south, west, & north. East is heavy traveled 35th
Comments

There is strong opposition from neighbors directly adjacent to the reservoir. Most concerns center around
design issues and perceptions of skate facilities as unsafe and attracting undesirable behavior. Citizens are
concerned about the parking, lighting, and noise that a skate facility might generate. Most letters and e-mails
suggested placing a facility at High Point Community Center instead.

NOTE: Myrtle Reservoir and High Point Playfield are identified as potential sites for a skate facility, with
the understanding that there would only be one facility sited between the two locations.
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SOUTHEAST RECOMMENDED SITES

Brighton Playfield - SKATESPOT

On-Site uses:

Lighted ball fields, play area, tennis courts, restrooms, * Allows for clear, pas-
sive observation ¢ Safe & Secure for pedestrians and vehicle access ° Visible
area with moderate pedestrian traffic « Pro Parks Levy science project slated for
2007

Adjacencies

Single family to east, west and north. Middle School to south.

Comments

There was little public comment on this site and it remains on the list to serve
the southeast sector of the City.

A Pro Parks Levy project is scheduled in 2007/2008 to develop a science park
in conjunction with the middle school. Skateboard elements could embrace
physics components.

John C. Little Park - SKATESPOT

On-Site uses:

Several basketball courts, play area * Active park * Allows for clear passive ob-
servation « Safe & Secure for pedestrians and vehicular access * Good public
transportation, including light rails Park located in new dense SHA housing de-
velopment

Adjacencies

Single and multi-family housing to east & west, park facilities to north & south
Comments

There was little public comment on this site and it remains on the list to serve
the southeast sector of the City.

On-Site uses:

Lit soccer field, play area, dog off-leash area, restrooms * Safe & Secure for pe-
destrians and vehicular access ¢ Large park, not heavily programmed, has ex-
pansion potential « Good visibility « Moderate pedestrian traffic

visibility « Moderate pedestrian traffic

Adjacencies

Community Center to west, park area south, single-family housing north and

east
Comments

Some members of the community feel that a location that meets the following

criteria would be a better location for a skate facility than the area that was ana-

lyzed:

»  Closer to lit soccer fields

» Across from park maintenance building

*  West side of the Community Center — where the tennis courts are

» There are also significant geotechnical issues associated with portions of
this Parks site since it is a former sanitary landfill

On-Site uses:

Community Center with pool, baseball fields, play area, lighted tennis courts,
picnic area, restrooms, parking lot « Good proximity to public transit including
light rail which is under construction « Safe & Secure for pedestrians and vehicu-
lar access * New School on site

Adjacencies

Rainier Avenue runs east, community center to west, single-family to north
Comments

There was little public comment on this site and it remains on the list to serve
the southeast sector of the City.

NOTE: Genesee
Park continues to
be identified as a
possible location
for a skate

facility no larger
than a district
facility, subject to
neighborhood input
as to size, location,
and whether to
build one at all.
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Appendix Dﬁ-jEk_ateable City” by Matt Johnston - Drafted August 2005

Acknowledges that skating is everywhere. Skateboarding is not a crime and
should be encouraged in appropriate public spaces through landscaping features
that can be used by skaters. In contrast, the landscape of areas where skating is
inappropriate should be designed to deter it. Because the law has not required
park planners to consider the impacts of their landscaping or development practices
on skating, or of future skaters on proposed parks or buildings, the sport of
skateboarding itself grew and flourished in a concrete environment where stairs,
banks, ledges, loading docks, etc. on both public and private property were the de
facto skatedots of choice. This initiative gives park designers an opportunity to
direct the skating activity that's already happening into loosely defined areas that
are clearly superior for skating. 78% of skateboarders consider themselves “street
skaters” and yet there are very few places for them to legally skate.

Integrates skating with other disciplines. If neighborhood-level skate
advocates are able to work with other community leaders who advise the Parks
Department about new park features, they have an opportunity to educate all
parties on the positive aspects of incorporating and integrating skating into the
urban landscape. This would help the public understand skating, might actually
help get more skateparks built, and would help the skate community connect with
the people responsible for sculpting our cityscape. The skating community would
have an opportunity to learn from these other disciplines as well, opening up new
avenues and ideas.

Focuses effort. Including skating features with general construction guidelines
gets more skateable terrain in less time, with less effort. We're finding that the
process is grueling and seems to be equal whether or not you're trying to lobby for
a 20K sq. ft. park or a single banked ledge with a granite cap in the corner of an
existing park. Skateboard supporters should not have to canvas the community
with petitions in order to have a place to enjoy their sport. Integrated skate
features would look just like other park features, and in some cases would be even
more aesthetically pleasing. Park users and citizens would not perceive the skate
features as “issue worthy” as they would be unassuming and well integrated into
the surrounding environment.

Broadens the skatepark design/build industry. This initiative would
encourage commercial development of skate-friendly structures like benches,
parking blocks, barriers, bus stops, mailboxes, etc. Skate representatives would be
needed for sitting on design committees, in meetings, and on site, which would
bring more diversity to the process. Again, this is all tied into the idea of removing
some of the insulation around skatepark design and construction. Integrating
skateable terrain into existing and new parks could be a great “ramp up” for a
Parks Dept. staff who is tasked with understanding and creating facilities for
skaters. It could also be a great way to integrate skating as an acceptable park
activity, making it as commonplace as kids playing on a swing set or two people
playing chess.
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Appendix E - Community Qrutreach Detﬁails

Summary of Public Outreach — Citywide Skatepark Planning Process
Update to the Board of Park Commissioners
August 1, 2006

Below is a summary of public outreach for the Seattle citywide skatepark plan during
the period March 2006 through July 2006.

Skatepark Advisory Task Force

The Mayor and City Council appointed members to the Skatepark Advisory Task Force,
which holds regular meetings. The agendas and meeting summaries are posted on the
webpage, and the meetings are open to the public.

Citywide Public Meetings
In June 2006, the Skatepark Advisory Task
Force and Seattle Parks and Recreation hosted
three public meetings and one open house, with
more than 100 community folks participating in
the public meetings alone, to comment on and
review draft skatepark siting criteria, skateboard
facility typologies, and to nominate possible
locations to be included in the Citywide Plan.

Rainier Community Center, June 14

Meetings were held on:
- Wednesday, June 14, Rainier Community Center
- Thursday, June 15, Southwest Community Center
- Saturday, June 17, Green Lake Public Library
- Saturday, June 24, Ballard Commons Park

Mailings and Flyers
Parks distributed packets of flyers to every single Seattle Library branch, Parks Community
Centers, and Department of Neighborhoods service centers.

In addition, flyers were mailed to:
- Department of Neighborhoods list of residential groups, business groups and district

councils

- Those who had expressed an interest in skateboarding issues and interest groups,
including citizens involved in Dahl Playfield, Ballard Commons Park, Elliott Bay/Seattle
Center, and Lower Woodland sites,

- Parks Associated Recreation Council representatives

Task force members distributed flyers to local skateboard shops.

Parks Superintendent Ken Bounds included an article in the “View from Denny Park,” which
is distributed to an e-mail list and posted on the Parks webpage.
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Councilmember David Della included items about the public
process in his e-mail newsletters.

Councilmember Della at the
June 24 Open House at
Ballard Commons Park

Web

Parks staff created a webpage about the Citywide Skatepark Planning Process and have
provide ongoing information, including draft criteria, a Power Point presentation, and meeting
updates.

Meeting information was posted on the City of Seattle and Parks event calendars on the web.

Media

Extensive press coverage resulted from two press
releases, and phone calls and e-mails from Parks staff
and task force members.

KCPQ-TV at Green Lake meeting, June 17
Media coverage included:

- Seattle Times article and calendar item

- Seattle Pl article, also carried on MSNBC website

- Daily Journal of Commerce article

- KOMO 1000 radio, KOMO-TV, KING-TV and webpage, KCPQ television, KUOW radio

- Seattle Channel televised a news brief and posted an article on their website

- Front page articles with photographs in the following neighborhood newspapers:
Queen Anne News, Magnolia News, Ballard News Tribune, North Seattle Herald-
Outlook, West Seattle Herald

- Front page article in the Beacon Hill News and South District Journal

- UW News Lab reporter attended June 24 open house

- Calendar item in the Skanner, and article with photos in the Journal Extra

Neighborhoods

The Department of Neighborhoods included an item in their monthly calendar and an article
with photographs in their newsletter. As noted above, many neighborhood newspapers ran
articles and calendar items.

Through this outreach, and as a result of direct contact from Parks staff and task force
members, numerous local groups posted the meeting information on their list-serves and
webpages including:

Capitol Hill Community Council

Capitol Hill Neighbors—community news
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Morgan Junction Community Association
Groundswell NW newsletter and e-mail
All Seattle PTAs

Fremont Neighborhood Council

Lake Union District newsletter

North District newsletter

Bradner Gardens

Green Lake Community Council
Wallingford e-news

West Seattle blog

Seattle Parks volunteer coordinators to their volunteer groups.

E-Mails and Websites
Skateboard interest groups posted information in e-mails, webpages or other outreach
including:

Parents for Skateparks

River City Skatepark,

Skate Like a Girl

Boarders 4 Parks

Signs
Laminated signs with meeting information were posted at existing skateboard facilities,
including Marginal Way, Ballard Commons Park and Seattle Center.

Briefings

Parks staff and/or task force members have briefed the following groups:
Friends of Seattle Olmsted Parks
Seattle Parks and Open Space Advocates
Seattle City Council PELL Committee (shown on Seattle Channel)
Seattle School District
Board of Park Commissioners
Skateboard Park Advisory Committee
Parks Operation and Recreation Managers
Parks Planning and Development staff, Planning Unit, Pro Parks Unit, Acquisition Unit
and Engineering Unit.

- Task Force members are currently attending and offering briefings at meetings of each
District Council.

- Department of Neighborhoods District Coordinators will be briefed in early September.

- Briefings to the Seattle Community Council Federation and Laurelhurst Community Club
are pending, dependent on their interest.

CITYWIDE SKATEPARK PLAN | JANUARY 31, 2007

67



CITYWIDE SKATEPARK PLAN

Appendix E - Community Outreach Details

Summary of Public Outreach — Citywide Skatepark Planning Process
Second Set of Public Meetings
October, 2006

Following the June public meetings and open house, the Task force drafted site selection criteria for potential new
skateboarding facilities. The Task Force then applied the criteria to the sites suggested by the public at the first
round of meetings, and proposed a list of locations that met the criteria.

The draft list of proposed locations was publicized, with over 250 citizens
attending three public meetings in October 2006 at Delridge Community

Center, Garfield Community Center and Northgate Community Center to
provide comments and feedback.

In addition, approximately 300 citizens have provided input through e-mails,
phone calls, letters and via comment forms distributed at the public meetings.

Participant filling out a comment form at the Northgate public meeting.

Outreach for the October meetings was particularly directed to the communities surrounding the 30 proposed sites.
Prior to the October public meetings, Task Force members attended and briefed the 13 Neighborhood District
Councils throughout the city on the status of the project and heard community comments. Upon request, Task
Force members also attend a variety of additional neighborhood meetings.

Signs: Signs were placed at all of the proposed locations on Parks-owned
properties. The signs varied from 2'x3’ to 4’x4’ and many sites were posted with
two signs. The signs also included letter boxes with flyers about the proposed
locations and the October public meeting information. In addition, smaller
laminated signs were posted at existing skateboard facilities, including Marginal
Way and Seattle Center.

Key information was translated into Spanish, Chinese, Viethamese and Amheric
and these translations were also posted on a number of the signs.

Mailings: More than 50,000 flyers were sent to carrier mail routes surrounding each of the proposed locations.
Flyers were also sent to a database of citizens, including those who had been involved in earlier skatepark
discussions or projects.

Media: As in the spring, the media provided extensive coverage, including:

Seattle Post Intelligencer, the Seattle Times, the Daily Journal of Commerce and the West Seattle Herald: several
carried articles and a map of proposed locations.

Radio and television coverage included KIRO, KING, KUOW, KONG.

Newsletters and List-Serves: As in the spring, the public meeting notices were carried in the Department of
Neighborhoods calendar, Ken Bounds’ View from Denny Park, and in many community list-serves, including
Groundswell NW, GAIN, and Capitol Hill.

Webpage: The map of the proposed sites and the meeting locations and other information was kept up to date on
the Citywide Skatepark Plan webpage.
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ity Visits

Pros

Task Force Skate Facil

Cons

Highly visible, centralized park setting.

Really like the siting - Right across the street from business, the
library and neighborhood service center.

Soooo much more attractive as an integrated piece of a grassy
spot for the entire neighborhood. The previous bowl was rather
imposing with its high fences and lack of passive observation
areas.

Smell of QFC’s dumpsters is unfortunate.

Too small a footprint to serve more than a single function — one
user at a time — transition based park.

No room for street skating.

Insufficient beginner elements.

Super integration with other active uses, fair accessibility and
parking.

Lots of promise.

Good siting. Wish it was going to be bigger!

The best case scenario for an adult based, do-it-yourself effort
reclaiming otherwise abandoned industrial space.

The worst-case scenario for a publicly created and

administered facility intended to foster use by a broad
demographic of users.

Inaccessible, out of sight, noisy, no amenities of any type.

A prime example of the exact types of sites that skaters are
forced to develop when there is no enlightened municipal
planning process in place for siting.

The initiative is obviously there, but really terrible site conditions,
with the exception that it's covered. If | had kids, I'd be scared to
death to have them in that environment.

Very well integrated neighborhood park fronting on residential
property, parkland, and a neighborhood center.

Lots of great foot traffic and complimentary active uses.

A vital gathering place for kids

Really great siting. One of my favorites of the tours.

Right next to the community center, basketball courts, picnic area,
park access and pathway go right up to, and through the skatepark.
Plenty of space and flow for multiple users.

Single family homes across the street!

One of the most beautiful and positive locations for a skatepark.
Integrated into an active use park, across from a police station,
surrounded by green and enjoying a majestic view of the Puget
Sound.

Good siting

Incidentally happens to be one of the most poorly designed and
constructed skateparks in captivity.

Poor construction.

Testimony to the need for a qualified skate builder.

Really nice location — tucked near lots of active use and a library,
central and accessible. A little close to the freeway and a railway
line, but not so close as to be objectionable.

Absolutely fabulous!!! My favorite site. Loved watching the parents
sitting on benches watching their kids do these amazing tricks
Seemed to provide elements for every skill level.
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Appendix F - Task Force Skate Facility Visits

Task Force Skate Facility Visits

Cons

« The metal artwork is great

What could be a positive, green, and pleasant location is undercut by a
lack of accessibility and visibility.

Separated from an active use park by a busy 4 lane arterial without any
safe pedestrian access. Otherwise a nice space for a modest skatespot.
Siting is terrible from an access and visibility perspective.

« Lots of expansion space and good frontage on a running path and
greenbelt.
+ Original artwork is very cool

Adjacency to prison and overall industrial and out-of-the way feel makes
site less than humane. Lots of efforts to incorporate community art are
offset by a very poorly designed park.

Being right next to the prison was disconcerting.

Terrible layout - not enough flow space between elements and an
overall lack of any challenging elements (except for the in-line skaters
present)

« Super example of a neighborhood based skatepark that is well

integrated with both active uses and passive observation area.
« Close to, but well separated to adjacent homes by effective use of grading.
« Nice siting, good kids spot.

| did hear some comments from skaters who said it wasn't designed that
well, maybe too much flat space, not enough thought to transition.

* Great access to amenities.

« Nice siting, right across the street from single family residential, next to
an amazing baseball field, stands, picnic tables and concession stand w/
bathrooms.

Could be a super integration with surrounding active and passive uses,
but for an aggressive separation between the skatepark and other users
with chain link fence.

Insufficient parking.

Too small a footprint for the features planned, impairing

usefulness of site.

Didn’t need the chain-link fencing.

Only about half of the park was being used, due to inappropriate

layout and flow problems.

« Great integration with climbing wall, amenities, graffiti wall, etc.

« Close to a school in a pleasant wooded environment.

* The most active site we visited.

* Mix of boarders, bmx and in-line skating

« Liked having the play area, graffiti wall and concession stand/
bathrooms right there.

« Definitely could be expanded.

Alittle too close to the freeway to be optimal.

High usage despite design problems.

Space seemed very tight and we witnessed several crashes between
different users, but folks didn’t seem to mind.

* Amazing layout, awesome kids skating!

« Overall siting problems (tucked between two parking lots and
the backs of two concrete buildings) offset by private
management by adjoining YMCA, permanent supervision,
world-class skatepark, and aggressive programming designed to
maximize accessibility to a broad demographic.

« |liked the fact that the Mulkiteo site had hours for specific age
groups - | think this would be important for the management of
the larger skate parks.

Siting should have been in the front of the YMCA instead of shoved to
the back.
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Appendix H - Skatepark Ratio Map
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Appendix | - Noise Informqtion

Noise Information
- Information taken from the League for the Hard of Hearing, February 2001

0db the faintest noise audible to the human ear
10 db normal breathing

20 db whispering at 5 feet

30 db soft whisper

40 db quiet residential arca

50 db rainfall

60db normal conversation

70 db highway traffic

Average Noise levels for Basketball and Skateboarding

- Noise Study — Skate Park & Basketball Court, West Linn Parks Department, OR.
44 — 47 db Ambient noise levels
49— 58 db Basketball Court game noise
55-63db Skateboard Park noise

Long-term noise impacts are as follows: Portland Oregon prepared a chart of predicted noise levels for skate parks in
Figure 1 below.'

Figure 1
Location Tail and Nose Skateboard Truck |Approximate
related sounds related sounds IDistance from edge

of Park to location

\Reference measurements 65-71 dBA 54-63 dBA 50 Feet from
kateboard

Outside predicted sound levels at the closest #5-51 dBA 34-43 dBA 550 Feet

home from the location referred to as SITE A

Inside predicted sound levels at the closest ~ [35-41 dBA 24-33 dBA 550 Feet

home from the location referred to as SITE A

Outside predicted sound levels at the closest [56-62 dBA 45-54 dBA 160 Feet

home from the location referred to as SITE B.

Inside predicted sound levels at the closest ~ #6-52 dBA 35-44 dBA 160 Feet

home from the location referred to as SITE B.

Noise levels recorded by Seattle Parks and Recreation for comparison at an existing skatepark facility are listed below.
Figure 2
Comparative Noise Level Readings

Seattle Center Skatepark  [2 pmFeb 22,2006] Seattle Center Skatepark  [2 pmFeb 22,2006]
[skatepark 10'from skaters, at the furthest pointin the park from |(Sidewalk between Broad Stand skatepark, with meter aimed at
Broad Streetand at the main stop/start point on the course] the streef]
activity dB meter reading activity dB meter reading
boarders rolling by 62-63 car traffic 65-70
landing on their boards 66-68 buses 75
very hard board landing 70 speeding taxi 67
no skating 55-58 no traffic 55-58

Change in noise of 10 dBA is typically perceived as a doubling of noise, whereas a change of less than 3 dBA is not
normally perceptible to human hearing. Skateboard noise levels from metal frames and wooden tail and nose sounds are
predicted to generate noise up to 62 dBA in front of residences approximately 160 feet away, over very short intervals.
This is similar to the sound and noise level of a batted baseball.”

"Memo from Paul Van Orden, Noise Control Officer, Planning and Development Review, City of Portland, February 2, 2006
2 11 -
Ibid
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Appendix J - Site Nominations
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Appendix K - LAKE CITY PLAYGROUND NE
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Appendix K - LINCOLN PARK SW
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Appendix K - LOYAL HEIGHTS NW
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Appendix K - MILLER PLAYFIELD CE
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Appendix K - NORTHGATE PARK & RIDE LOT NE
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Appendix K - 615 Dexter - SDOT CE
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Appendix L -Bltefgrences

WEBSITES
http://www.allgirlskatejam.com/frame_main.html
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/local/125690_11209.html
http://www.50-50.com/absorb/articles/2002/better_than_nothing.shtml
http://www.northwestskater.com/
http://www.ci.bothell.wa.us/dept/Parks/parks/skatepark.html
http://rentonwa.gov/living/default.aspx?id=58
http://www.skatepark.org/cgi/sk8.cgi/item_view_comments?item_id=201
http://www.skateoregon.com/Donald/Donald2.html
http://www.ci.redmond.wa.us/insidecityhall/parksrec/parks/edgeskate.asp
http://grindline.com/cgi-local/view.pl
http://skatespots.com/
http://www.louisvilleextremepark.org/
http://www.marginalwayskatepark.org/
http://www.mrsc.org/subjects/planning/sktboard.aspx
http://www.parents4sk8parks.org/
http://www.portlandonline.com/parks/
http://www.rivercityskatepark.com/news.asp
http://nalu.geog.washington.edu/geog463/seattleskateboardparks/
http://www.ci.seatac.wa.us/park/skatepar.htm
http://www.skateboardparks.com/washington/index.html
http://www.soloramps.com/
http://www.pdxskaters.org/
http://www.skatersforpublicskateparks.org/
http://www.spausa.org/introduction.html
http://www.ci.tukwila.wa.us/recreation/recskate.htm
http://www.vdz.ca/planning.asp
http://www.ci.kent.wa.us/parksmaintenance/westhill_parks.asp
http://www.iac.wa.gov/search.htm?q=skateboarding

American Sports Data , Inc. The Superstudy® of Sports Participation: Geographic Supplement (2002-2004). pgs. 229-230 and
415.

Aperio Consulting, (June 2005) The Urban Grind, Skateparks: Neighborhood Perceptions and Planning Realities.
http://www.portlandonline.com/shared/cfm/image.cfm?id=106307

Parks & Police Departments spoken to regarding existing skateparks:
Washington - Burien, Des Moines, Gig Harbor, Kent, Mill Creek, Milton, Renton, Shoreline, Woodinville, Puyallup, Yakima
Oregon - Aumesville, Brookings, Gresham, Eugene, Molalla, Newport, Portland, West Linn, Donald
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Seattle Parks and Recreation
Planning and Development Division
800 Maynard Ave. S., 3rd Floor
Seattle, WA 98134
www.seattle.gov/parks
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